Drone Demonstration for Fish Feed Broadcasting and Spraying Medicine etc. in Large Aqua Farm
for Enhancing Fish Productivity and Opportunity for Custom Hiring Support to the Fish Farmer

ICAR- National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources, Lucknow organized a field demonstration of drone in
large water body (25 Acre) at village Mehura-Fatepurva, Laullai, Chinhat, Lucknow parallel to Kisan Path
on dated 12.01.2023. The programme aimed at fostering awareness and disseminating knowledge about
drone technologies and its application in farming among fish farming communities and un-employed
youth. About 50 beneficiaries from diverse stakeholder groups actively participated in the field level drone
demonstration programme. Dr. Sharad Singh, Principal Scientist and In-charge ARTU Chinhat and Dr.
Raghvendra Singh, Scientist, ICAR-NBFGR, Lucknow addressed beneficiaries about the benefits of using
the Agri-drone in farming and made them aware too about the guidelines and regulations for use of Agri-
drone in farming. Shri Ravi Kumar, Assistant Chief Technical Officer and Shri Vikas Kumar, Senior
Technical Officer demonstrated fly of drone with fish feed broadcasting and spraying of medicine in the
waterbodly.

Agqua-Drones offer prominent solution by significantly reducing direct contact with aqua-chemicals for
farm workers, thereby mitigating potential health hazards. They can operate efficiently across small and
large waterbodies. Through precise GPS measurements of field areas, the resources are accurately weighed
and applied as per recommendations, curbing misuse and saving resources like fish feed, fertilizers, aqua-
chemicals, medicines, water and time. Furthermore, this technology holds promise for custom hiring
support to the fish farmer through effective applications for the supply of various aquaculture input in the
large waterbodies by effectively addressing labour shortages in farming and generating employment
opportunities in the backward area.

Being battery-operated and eco-friendly, drones offer cost-effective operations without relying on
petroleum products. The Government of India has issued comprehensive guidelines and regulations for the
use of agri-drones, managed by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) through its 'Digital Sky
Website.'

(Source: Director and Nodal Scientist Agri-Drone Project, ICAR- National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources,
Lucknow)
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